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SUBJECT: BOURNE VISA/POLICY ON JOURNALIST VISAS 
REF: A) STATE 077994 B) STATE 081125 C) PRAGUE 0769 

1 . IN ABSENCE OF DCM, POLCONUS CALLED ON ACTING HEAD OF SIXTH 
DEPARTMENT NOVOTNY APRIL 12 (FIRST WORKING DAY AFTER EASTER WEEKEND) 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS IN REF A. HE TOLD NOVOTNY THAT THE 
EMBASSY HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO BRING AN ISSUE THAT MIGHT NORMALLY BE 
REFERRED TO THE PRESS DEPARTMENT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE SIXTH DEPART 

MENT TO ENSURE THAT IT WAS CONSIDERED AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL. 

2. POLCOUNS THEN POINTED OUT THAT THE EMBASSY HAD DISCUSSTED THE 
BOURNE VISA APPLICATION WITH THE PRESS DEPARTMENT AND THAT SOBR HAD 
REPLIED THAT TO OBTAIN A VISA BOURNE WOULD HAVE TO AGREE TO CERTAIN 
RESTRICTIONS ON HIS REPORTING. I.E. NOT TO SEE CHARTER 77 ADHERENTS. 

SOBR HAD GONE ON TO SAY THAT OTHER JOURNALISTS, LESS WELL KNOWN TO 
THE GOC, WHO RECEIVED VISAS WOULD HAVE TO OBSERVE THE SAME 
LIMITATION OR FACE EXPULSION. ALSO, AMERICAN JOURNALISTS WHO HAD 
FILED "UNACCEPTABLE" STORIES ON CZECHOSLOVAKIA COULD NOT FOR SOME 
TIME EXPECT TO RECEIVE CZECHOSLOVAK VISAS AGAIN. 
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3. POLCOUNS SAID THAT USG VIEWED WITH DEEP CONCERN ATTEMPTS TO 
IMPOSE CONDITIONS ON REPORTING OF AMERICAN JOURNALISTS AND THREATS 
TO EXPEL JOURNALISTS WHO DID NOT CONFORM TO SUCH CONDITIONS. SUCH 
MEASURES RUN DIRECTLY COUNTER TO HELSINKI FINAL ACT PROVISIONS ON 
PROMOTING A FREER FLOW OF INFORMATION AND IMPROVING CONDITIONS 
FOR JOURNALISTS. IN ADDITION TO CSCE CONSIDERATIONS, SUCH MEASURES 
TEND FURTHER TO STRAIN BILATERAL RELATIONS WHICH, AS IT WAS, COULD NO 
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BE DESCRIBED AS GOOD. POLCOUNS EXPRESSED HOPE GOC WOULD 

REVIEW THE POLICY ON VISAS FOR AMERICAN JOURNALISTS AS STATED BY SOBR 


4. NOVOTNY REPLIED THAT HE COULD ONLY CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF 
POLCOUNS' SUMMARY OF GOC POLICY AND POINT OUT THAT IT APPLIED 
ACROSS THE BOARD AND NOT JUST TO AMERICAN JOURNALISTS. THE GOC 
DOES NOT WANT REPORTING ON EVENTS HERE TO COME FROM THE MOUTHS OF 
DISSIDENTS. NOVOTNY BRIEFLY REHEARSED THE STANDARD GOC LINE THAT 
NONINTERFERENCE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS IS A PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL IMPOR- 
TANCE WITH OTHER PRINCIPLES AND AIMS OF THE FINAL ACT. HE DREW 
OUT A COPY OF THE FINAL ACT AND POINTED TO THE FINAL CLAUSE OF THE 
BASKET 3 INFORMATION SECTION (2C) WHICH STATES "LEGITIMATE 
PURSUIT OF THEIR PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY" WILL NOT SUBJECT 
JOURNALISTS TO EXPULSION. HE SAID THAT THE GOC DID NOT REGARD 
INTERVIEWING DISSIDENTS AS A "LEGITIMATE" ACTIVITY. POLCOUNS 
AFFECTED SURPRISE AT THAT, SINCE THE LARGE AMOUNT OF COVERAGE GIVEN 
TO CHARTER 77 BY CZECHOSLOVAK MEDIA WOULD APPEAR TO GIVE IT 
LETITIMACY AS A NEWS STORY. HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT SEVERAL 
CLAUSES HIGHER UP IN SECTION 2C THE INTENTION WAS EXPRESSED TO 
INCREASE THE POSSIBILITY FOR FOURNALISTS TO "COMMUNICATE PERSONNALY 
WITH THEIR SOURCES..." NOVOTNY REPEATED THAT THE GOC DID NOT WANT 
REPORTING TO COME FROM THE MOUTHS OF DISSIDENTS AND SAID IT DID NOT 
CONSIDER THEM LIGITIMATE "SOURCES." 

6. POLCOUNS CONCLUDED THAT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TWO SOCITIES AND 
SYSTEMS CLEARLY MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO REACH AGREEMENT ON THIS 
ISSUE, BUT THE USG WANTED ITS STRONG VIEWS TO BE ON RECORD WITH THE 
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GOC. NOVOTNY SAID HE COULD ONLY REPORT THE CONVERSATION TO HIS 
SUPERIORS, WHICH HE UNDERTOOK TO DO. 

BYRNE 
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